
 

 

The Fall of Robespierre: 24 Hours in Revolutionary 
Paris 
 
By Colin Jones 
 
The day of 9 Thermidor (27 July 1794) is universally 
acknowledged as a major turning-point in the history of 
the French Revolution. At 12.00 midnight, Maximilien 
Robespierre, the most prominent member of the 
Committee of Public Safety which had for more than a 
year directed the Reign of Terror, was planning to 
destroy one of the most dangerous plots that the 
Revolution had faced. By 12.00 midnight at the close of 
the day, following a day of uncertainty, surprises, 
upsets and reverses, his world had been turned upside 
down. 
 
He was an outlaw, on the run, and himself wanted for 
conspiracy against the Republic. He felt that his whole 
life and his Revolutionary career were drawing to an 
end. As indeed they were. He shot himself shortly 
afterwards. Half-dead, the guillotine finished him off in 
grisly fashion the next day. The Fall of Robespierre 
provides an hour-by-hour analysis of these 24 hours. 

 

 
 

 

To kidnap a Pope: Napoleon and Pius VII 
 
By Ambrogio A. Caiani 
 
In the wake of the French Revolution, Napoleon 
Bonaparte, First Consul of France, and Pope Pius VII 
shared a common goal: to reconcile the church with 
the state. But while they were able to work together 
initially, formalizing an agreement in 1801, relations 
between them rapidly deteriorated. In 1809, Napoleon 
ordered the Pope's arrest. 
 
Ambrogio Caiani provides a pioneering account of the 
tempestuous relationship between the emperor and 
his most unyielding opponent. Drawing on original 
findings in the Vatican and other European archives, 
Caiani uncovers the nature of Catholic resistance 
against Napoleon's empire; charts Napoleon's approach 
to Papal power; and reveals how the Emperor 
attempted to subjugate the church to his vision of 
modernity. Gripping and vivid, this book shows the 
struggle for supremacy between two great individuals-
and sheds new light on the conflict that would shape 
relations between the Catholic church and the modern 
state for centuries to come. 

 


